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as Virginius I used to take his temples in my two hands. Once
this caused his toupet to rise and leave a gap. But he coveted
his head with his toga, and the audience perceived nothing.
At the end he used to take my hair, which was long enough for
me to sit on, and wrap it round the handle of his dagger before
plunging the bkde into my back."
She then recited some Wordsworth, and insisted on escorting
me to the door herself.
Nov. 2 News to hand that Laughton has retired from the
Friday. role of Micawber in the film of David Copperfield
in which Hugh Walpole is to play a clergyman. Does
not Hugh see that to bring a well-known character from real
life into an imaginary sequence of events is to destroy the reality
of that imaginary sequence ? It is no use Hugh modestly plead-
ing that he is unknown. His features have been made public
over and over again in connection with this Hospital and that
Benevolent Institution. They are as well known as St Paul's
Cathedral and better known than its Dean. People on beholding
Hugh's features in this film will not be able to help nudging
and whispering to their neighbours, or simply saying to them-
selves, ce Look, that's Hugh Walpole, the author of that nice
long book about Susan Saddleback I " If they are Americans
they wiE say to each other, " Gee ! Didn't he lecture last fall
at Utah ? Do you remember, dear, how nice he was about the
younger novelists ? " By which time, of course, the thread of
the film-narrative will be thoroughly broken. If Hugh must
play I would sooner have seen him as Micawber, since the
shock of Ms appearing at all would be got over early on,
after which we could go back to uninterrupted Dickens.
Besides, where is it to end? Why not Priestley for Traddies,
Beverley Nichols for Steerforth, Virginia Woolf for Mrs
Gummidge, Rose Macaulay for Rosa Dartle, Ursula Bloom
fot Dora, Vera Brittain for Agnes, Dorothy Sayers for Miss
Murdstone, Clemence Dane for Betsey Trotwood, G. B. Stern
for Miss Mowcher,fEthel] Mannin for little Em'ly, and me for
Mr Dick?